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Merry Christmas from all the

Building healthy communities
team at CHIA

The past three months has been an intensive period where over 300
children have been seen either directly by our CHIA health team or by
another medical group facilitated by CHIA.

Over 170 children exhibiting a range of symptoms were given a baseline
medical assessment of which a number have undergone treatment and/or
provision of medication. We also referred 22 children to various hospitals for
more detailed examination and assessment.

The months of October and November typically see a sharp escalation in
respiratory related illnesses in and around Hoi An, as the temperature drops
and the onset of the flood season provides a haven for the spread of viruses

On behalf of all the team at CHIA, | and bacterial infections.
would like to take the opportunity
to wish you and your families a
very merry and safe Christmas and
a healthy and happy New Year.

Medical consultations were conducted in our clinic facilities in Hoi An and

also in the neighbouring district of Duy Xuyen, where high levels of poverty

combined with cooler temperatures make the poorest families especially

vulnerable at this time of the year. It is not an easy task to get out to some

communities, as dirt roads turn to loose mud while some hamlets can be

cormplgtslyecloqeq] off due fo flogging. We are fortunate to have a flexible

and enthusiastic team of Viethamese staff who not only take themselves out

to these areas, but also provide a safe e
who are less familiar with local conditions.

We are grateful for your ongoing
support of Childrengs
which enables us to continue to
support children who experience
disadvantage and hardship through
lack of access to health, disability

and education services. Cardiac Intervention

Since our last newsletter in August, CHIA has facilitated and helped to fund
cardiac interventions for three children at the Danang Hospital, located
approximately 30 kilometres north of Hoi An. Two year old Tai, who has a
more complicated condition, underwent two procedures through
catheterisation, and will have a third and, if all goes to plan, final procedure
Robyn Morley in the relatively near future.

Your support makes a huge
difference to many young lives.

Best wishes

Founding Director

Also undergoing successful cardiac intervention were two year old Ly and
nine year old Hoa, both by catheterisation. We are pleased to report both
have made a very good recovery.

Chuc Mung Nam Moi

Happy New Year

Before the next edition of CHIA
News is out we will have also
celebrated Tet Nguyen Dan (TET) in
Vietnam (26 -29 January).

Tet means the first morning of the
first day of the new period and thus
marks the beginning of a new year
on the lunar calendar.

Tet is a huge celebration lasting
three days and is a time for family
and friends.

So from all at CHIA -

(L to R) Two year old Tai and her mother, two year old Ly and her mother, and nine year old

ChUC Mung Nam MOi! Hoa and his mother. All children have recently had cardiac procedures by catheterisation.
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Practical Health & Well Being

As part of CHI Ab6s
helping to prevent iliness, and in
cooperation with the Pacific Hospital,
90 of our more vulnerable children
were provided with two flu
vaccinations thanks to financial
support that was provided through the
Australian Chamber of Commerce, Ho
Chi Minh Chapter.

Twin boys, Huy and Hoang pictured with their
father. CHIA will support the boys until they
are 18 years old to help ensure the family can

In another new initiative, 49 children
were screened at
for vision impairment problems in
cooperation with the Danang Eye Centre and the Fred Hollows Foundation.
Of these, 10 have been provided with glasses, others will have their sight
monitored while some will undergo surgery. A further screening will take
place in the near future for a similar sized group of children who are
experiencing vision problems.
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CHIA is also providing nutritional milk supplements for four undernourished

children, and for two of these, we are continuing to make available a living
allowance for a carer to look after two year old twin boys, Huy and Hoang,

whose mother died just after they were born. By making available a carer
position, it enables the twinds father
support them and their three sisters.
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Typhoon and tropical storm season in Vietnam

Vietnam, a country of 86 million
people, is lashed by typhoons and
tropical storms from the South China
Sea (known as the East Sea in
Vietnam) every year, mostly along the
central coast. This severe weather
claims hundreds of lives each year,
typically between July and November.

Between the end of September and
November provinces in central
Vietnam experienced the effects of
three tropical storms causing heavy
rains and flooding. While avoiding any
direct contact with typhoons this year, Hoi An did flood significantly three
times. Furthermore, due to heavy rains causing the Hoi An River to rise
above its banks, many streets in the Old Town flooded more regularly.

Enterprising locals waiting to ferry
residents and tourists around Hoi An Old
Town during the floods.

During this time many enterprising locals brought their boats to the Old
Town, not only to help residents get on with everyday life, but to also ferry
curious tourists around the flooded town streets for a small (or not so small)
fee.

The Learning Room

The newest program t
disability services, the Learning
Room, is now into its

second month. The Learning Room
provides practical educational
exercises for children with
disabilities, with learning programs
tailored to each
ability.

chil

The majority of children with
disabilities in Vietnam are unable to
attend school as there are few
schools catering for children with
special needs. The Learning Room
is a wonderful addition to the
services we can provide to children
with disabilities. While the program
is in the early stages of
development, the initial feedback
from the families and our staff is
very positive.

New support from Planet

Wheeler

.J planet
5 wheeler

CHIA welcomes aboard the Planet
Wheeler Foundation as a major
supporter of our health, disability
and education programs. The
commitment made by the
Foundation enables CHIA to
develop a range of longer term
initiatives and provides us a with a
more stable base from which to
grow and extend our services for
more children in need.

The Planet Wheeler Foundation was
established by Tony and Maureen
Wheeler who founded  Lonely
Planet , a name synonomous around
the world with independent travel.
CHIA is extremely grateful for the
support of the Planet Wheeler
Foundation which also supports
many other grassroots community
development projects around the
world.

Questions, comments or editorial ideas? Please email Robyn at info@childrenshopeinaction.org

To remove your name from the CHIA News mailing list, please send an email to dev2@childrenshopeinaction.org

with unsubscribe as the subject heading.



A courageous little girl

Twelve year old My lives with her parents and two younger sisters on beautiful Cham Island, a relatively untouched
area of Quang Nam province and located approximately 20 kilometres off the coast from Hoi An. Relying largely on
agriculture and fishing, most families earn just enough income to cover the essential costs of living.

For young My, however, life was a particular struggle, despite her ever present smile and lovely nature. When we
first saw My she had a very severe case of scoliosis and in a relatively short space of time it became apparent that
her condition was deteriorating rather quickly.

While the scoliosis had an obvious impact on Myods physical ap
continued movement of her spine would soon seriously impact upon her breathing capacity if something was not
done, with early death a very real possibility.

It was explained to her parents that she would need two surgeries which, if successful, would not reverse the
condition, but rather, halt any further curvature of the spine. It also had to be explained that, because of the
severity of the condition, the surgery was high risk and there was a possibility that she may not survive the
procedures.

After weighing up the options, Myds parents decided to procee
Minh City, about 1,000 kilometres south of Hoi An.

CHIA arranged the 22 hour bus journey for My and her mother, and Miss Lai, our Health Services Coordinator, spent

the first week with the family, ensuring everything went to p
smokeod for the first ti me.

After a week in hospital the first surgery took place and two
mother barely left her side, spending every night on the floor next to her daughter, and later they were joined by

Myb6s father who also made the |l ong journey sout h.

CHIA is very pleased to be able to report that both surgeries went as well as could have been hoped for, and
following 40 days in hospital, Myds recovery has been very go
her progress but at the moment all the signs are excellent.

We wish to extend a special thank you to Dirk and Leo and the Patient Support Vietham Association in Germany who

funded Myo6s surgery and all associated costs (hospital bed fe
For a family living on a dollar or two per day, it goes without saying that the family would never have been able to

afford the treatment.

We are also grateful to Dr Nhi and the team at the Hospital for Traumatology and Orthopaedics in Ho Chi Minh City.
Most importantly, we wish all the very best to My and her beautiful, vibrant spirit which we are sure played its part
in delivering the outcome we all, especially her family, sought.

2009 Year of the Water Buffalo - The buffalo is the second animal symbol in the 12 year cycle of the Vietnamese zodiac. The buff alo symbolises
industriousness and patience. The year is one of slow, steady progress and patient strength. The buffalo is also the symbol o f spring and agriculture because
of its association with the plow and pleasure in wallowing in mud. People born in the Year of the Water Buffalo are thought t 0 p 0ssess

the characteristics of this animal; steady, placid but stubborn when crossed.



